
BILL 

[AS AMENDED T)Y THE COMMITTEE] 

For the better Preservation of Sheep, and the 
more speedy Detection of Sheep Stealers, in 
Ireland. 



[N.B . — The Clauses marked (A.) and (B.) tvere added by the 
Commiltee.'] * 



it is expedient to provide for the more speedy 
Detection of Sheep Stealers in Ireland ; 31 SC 6 it tBtrcfore 
(£nactt&, by The QUEEN’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 

5 and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same, THAT from and after the passing of this Act, 
if any credible witness shall prove on oath before a Justice of the 
Peace that there is reasonable cause to suspect that any Sheep, 
Hogget or Lamb, stolen from any person, or any Mutton, Mutton 
10 Fat, Skin, or Fleece of such Sheep, Hogget or Lamb, is in any 
dwelling-house, out-house, garden, yard, croft or other place or 
places, the Justice may grant to any Constable a warrant to search 
such dwelling-house, ont-house, garden, yard, croft or other place 
or places for such property, as in the case of stolen goods j and if 
15 any Sheep, Hogget or Lamb, or any Mutton, Mutton Fat, Fleece or 
Skin of any Sheep, Hogget or Lamb shall, by virtue of such war- 
rant, be found in the possession of any person in or at such Jwel- 
liiig-house, out-house, garden, yard, croft or other place or places 
specified in such warrant, or on any premises, specified in such 
20 warrant, of any person with his knowledge, and such person, being 
carried before a Justice of the Peace by such Constable, shall not 
satisfy the Justice that he came lawfully by such Sheep, Hogget, 
Lamb, Mutton, Mutton Fat, Skin or Fleece, he shall, on conviction 
452. by 
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If not pro^'wl 
to have hcen 
honestlyrome 
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Clavsb (A.) 
Party appre- 
hended may, 
on giving 
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( 2 ) 

by the Justice, forfeit and pay any sum not exceeding Five Pounds, 
together with the charges previous to and attending such convic- 
tion, if awarded, which such Justice is hereby authorized to award 
if he shall think fit ; and upon the non-payment thereof, either imme- 
diatdy after the conviction, or within such period as such Justice, 5 
at the time of such conviction, shall appoint (which he is hereby 
empowered to appoint), such Justice shall commit such offender to 
the Common Gaol or House of Correction of the county in which 
such offence shall have been committed, by warrant under his hand 
and seal, there to remain without bail or mainprize, for any time lo 
not exceeding Two calendar Months, or until the said penalty, and 
such charges, if so awarded, shall be paid ; one moiety of such pecu- 
niary penalty, and also the charges so ascertained, to be paid to the 
Informer, and the other moiety to be divided by the Justice of the 
Peace before whom such conviction has been made, in equal por- 15 
tions, one portion to be given to the poor of the parish, and the 
other to be paid and applied according to the provisions of an Act 
passed in the Session held in the first and second years of the 
reign of Her present Majesty, intituled, “ An Act for tlie more effec- 
tual levying of Fines, Penalties, Issues, Deodands, and Amercia- 20 
ments, and of forfeited Recognizances estreated in Ireland, and for 
the Application and Distribution thereof,” or of any Act or Acts 
amending said Act. 

Provided always, and be it Enacted, That in case such person, 
being so carried before a Justice of the Peace, shall signify to such 25 
Justice that he desires that his case shall be heard at Petty Ses- 
sions, it shall be lawful for such Justice, and he is hereby required, 
to admit such person to reasonable bail for his attendance at the 
next or some other Petty Sessions of the District in which such Sheep, 
Hogget, Mutton, Mutton Fat, Skin or Fleece shall be so found ; 30 
and in default of such pei*son giving such bail, (and if he shall so 
signify his desire that his case shall be heard at Petty Sessions), it 
shall be lawful for such Justice to commit such person to the 
nearest Bridewell or to the Common Gaol of the County, or to 
some other place of secure confinement, there to remain until he 35 
shall give such bail, or until the next Petty Sessions of such Dis- 
trict j and upon such person appearing at such Petty Sessions, or 
at the Petty Sessions for his attendance at which he shall have 
given bail as aforesaid } or in case such person shall not, if so 
bailed, appear at the Petty Sessions for his attendance at which 40 
he shall have given bail as aforesaid, the Justice or Justices pre- 
siding at such Petty Sessions shall and may proceed to adjudicate 
and act in like manner as the Justice, before whom such person 
shall have been so taken, might have done under the provisions 
of this Act, in case such person had not so signified his desire that 
his case should be heard at Petty Sessions. 

Provided 
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provided always, and be it Enacted, That nothing herein con- Su^ActJo! 
lained sliall prevent any person who shall not prosecute as afore- 
said under this Act, from having such remedy as is provided by ifgat rcme- 
the Laws now in being against Sheep Stealing, anything herein 
5 contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding : Provided 
also. That if the Justice or Justices before whom such person shall 
be so brought, or shall so appear, shall find the evidence given on 
oath against such person before such Justice or Justices to be such, 
that in the opinion of such Justice or Justices the case is one in 
10 which there ought to be a prosecution by indictment, it shall be 
lawful for such Justice or Justices to abstain from adjudicating 
thereon, and to deal with the case as one to be prosecuted at the 
Assizes or Quarter Sessions, 

4 - 

And be it Enacted, That this Act shall continue in force from Contmiianee 
15 the passing thereof for Years, and no longer. 

And be it Enacted, That in the construction of this Actevery word interpota- 
importing the singular only shall extend and be applied to several 
persons or things as well as one person or thing, and every word 
20 importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied 
to a female as w’ell as a malej and the word “ County” shall extend 
to and include county of a city, or county of a town or city, or 
town and county. 

25 And be it Enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed Act may be 
by any Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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Sheep Stealers. 



